Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 167 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.062; wR factor = 0.157; data-to-parameter ratio = 27.3.
Data collection
Siemens SMART 1K CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 2000) T min = 0.870, T max = 0.995 16848 measured reflections 3301 independent reflections 2214 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.035 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.062 wR(F 2 ) = 0.157 S = 1.19 3301 reflections 121 parameters H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.44 e Å À3 Á min = À0.23 e Å À3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1995) ; cell refinement: SMART; data reduction: SAINT (Siemens, 1995) ; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: NC2152).
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Comment
For EPR measurements of RNA, DNA or proteins, the occurrence of paramagnetic species is required. The title compound is a nitroxide spin label compound. Its synthesis has been reported by Schiemann et al. (2007) . The application for DNA and RNA labeling has been described by Schiemann et al. (2007) and Piton et al. (2007) . Here we report the crystal structure of the compound.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . The five-membered ring is almost planar: the mean deviation from the best plane is 0.006 (1) Å. The molecule approximately has mirror symmetry and is positioned about a pseudo-mirror plane at y = 0.375. The N atom is planar and deviates by only 0.006 (2)Å from the plane through C1, C4 and O1. A related molecule with a very similar conformation of the 3-ethynyl-2,2,5,5-tetramethyl-1-oxyl-3-pyrroline group has been reported by Fritscher et al. (2002) .
The molecules are connected by intermolecular C-H···O contacts to layers parallel to [0 1 0] ( Fig. 2 and Table 1 ).
Experimental
The preparation of the title compound has been reported by Schiemann et al. (2007) . Crystals were obtained by recrystallization from ethanol.
Refinement
The H atoms at C2 and C6 were taken from a difference Fourier synthesis and were refined with isotropic thermal parameters.
The remaining H atoms were geometrically positioned using: C methyl -H=0.98Å and U iso (H)=1.5U eq (C methyl ). The torsion angles about the C-C methyl bonds were refined for the methyl groups 
